CHAP, n                   Mddn to the Djowf                           13

long necks stretched out on the sand awaiting the passing of
the gale.

On our first arrival the tent contained a solitary Bedouin
woman, whose husband was away with his camels in the Wadi
Sirhan. When she saw five handsome men, like us, rush thus
suddenly into her dwelling without a word of leave or saluta-
tion, she very properly set up a scream to the tune of the four
crown pleas, murder, arson, robbery, and I know not what else.
Salim hastened to reassure her by calling out " friends," and
without more words threw himself flat on the ground. All
followed his example in silence.

We remained thus for about ten minutes, during which a
still heat like that of red-hot iron slowly passing over us was
alone to be felt. Then the tent walls began again to flap in
the returning gusts, and announced that the worst of the
semoom had gone by. We got up, half dead with exhaustion,
and unmufflecl our faces. My comrades appeared more like
corpses than living men, and so, I suppose, did I. However,
I could not forbear, in spite of warnings, to step out and look
at the camels; they were still lying flat as though they had
been shot. The air was yet darkish, but before long it bright-
ened up to its usual dazzling clearness. During the whole
time that the semoom lasted, the atmosphere was entirely free
from sand or dust; so that I hardly know how to account for
its singular obscurity.

Our hostess, once freed from her not unwarrantable alarms,
had also remained motionless and well wrapped-up in a corner
of the tent till the worst was over, and then, by the active
vivacity of her tongue, she gave the best possible proof that
the semoom left no dumbness by way of symptom behind it,
and satisfied all her pent-up curiosity regarding us after the
involuntary restraint imposed by the circumstances of our first
introduction. Late in the evening we continued our way; and
next day early entered Wadi Sirhan, where the character of
our journey underwent a considerable modification. For the
northerly Arabian desert, which we are now traversing, offers,
in spite of all its dreariness, some spots of comparatively better
cast, where water is less scanty and vegetation less niggard.
These spots are the favourite resorts of Bedouins, and serve too
to direct the ordinary routes of whatever travellers, trade-led or